My Proposal
By Hui Chieh Hsiang


Whether we realize it or not color does and has played an important part in our lives.  We are psychologically affected by the different colors around us, such as the color of buildings, clothes and even colored-lights.  So I propose to research the affects of using not only different types of fluorescent lights in buildings, but also the type of colored filters used.  If just by having warmer colored lights shine in a room will make people think it’s a lot warmer than it actually is, then we could cut the cost of heating in the room.


When architects design buildings or when lighting engineers design lighting for a room, they take into consideration the type of material that is used in the building but they don’t always think about the colors that are used especially colors produced by the light bulbs.  The use of colored lights can have psychological and economical benefits such as using blue-hued lights to calm people down and make a room feel cooler. Or using red-hued lights to increase circulation in the mind and body and making a room feel warmer as well.  (“The Psychology of Color” article tells us the affects of different colors, http://psychology.about.com/od/sensationandperception/a/colorpsych.htm )

If just using colored-lights in strategically placed areas can make a building a “Green Building” or create a more efficiently lighted environment, then more research should be done on it.  I will also check into the history of the types of lights that were created over the years to see what has changed and what has stayed the same.  (http://www.gelighting.com/na/business_lighting/education_resources/learn_about_light/history_of_light/last_years.htm )
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Here is a link to another article w. some pictures of earlier light designs: 

http://inventors.about.com/library/inventors/bl_fluorescent.htm 
