Sri Kamalamba Nava Avarana Kritis Of Sri Muthuswamy 
Sri Muthuswamy Dikshitar composed the famous Nava Avarana kritis in praise of Goddess Sri Kamalamba of Tiruvarur.  This town in Tanjavur district in Tamilnadu is the birthplace of the trinity of Carnatic music, Saint Tyagaraja, Sri Muthuswamy Dikshitar and Sri Syama Sastri. Sri Kamalamba has her own temple inside the huge Tyagaraja temple complex. She is seated in a yogic posture indicating a state of tapas or penance.  

The set includes 13 compositions, one for each of the 9 avarana pujas of Devi and Ganesa, Guru (Subrahmanya), dhyana and mangala kritis. . The Sanskrit lyrics draw heavily from mantra sastra of Sri Vidya and describe various attributes of the Supreme Mother. Sri Dikshitar was an ardent devotee of Devi and well versed in all aspects Her worship. The power of these songs lies in the fact that all those who sing them and who listen to them with devotion, reap the full benefits of  Sri Vidya Upasana, even if they have not been formally initiated and/or unable to meet the strict puja and meditation requirements. 

The following is a list of the kritis and the benefits they bestow upon the singer and the listener.

	Theme/

Avaranam#      
	Kriti
	Ragam
	Talam
	Benefit

	Ganesa 
	Sri Mahaganapatim   
	Gowlai
	Triputa/Chapu  
	Removal of obstacles

	Guru
	Balasubrahmanyam
	Surati
	Adi

	Children and Guru’s blessings



	Dhyanam
	Kamalambike
	Todi
	Rupakam
	Fulfilment of desires

	1st Avaranam
	 Kamalamba
	Ananda Bhairavi
	Chapu
	Prosperity

	2nd Avaranam
	 Kamalambam
	Kalyani  
	Adi  
	Protection by Sri Devi

	3rd Avaranam
	 Sri Kamalambikaya  
	Sankarabharanam
	Rupakam
	True Wisdom



	4th Avaranam
	 Kamalambikayai
	Kamboji
	Ata
	All auspicious gifts

	5th Avaranam
	 Sri Kamalambikayaha  
	Bhairavi  
	Jampai  
	Accomplishment of ideals  

	6th Avaranam
	 Kamalambikayaha
	Punnaga Varali
	Rupakam
	Protection from illness

	7th Avaranam
	 Sri Kamalambikayam  
	Sahana
	Triputa
	Cure of illness, strength, long life

	8th Avaranam
	 Sri Kamalambike       
	Ghanta
	Adi   
	Fulfillment of desires            

	9th Avaranam
	 Sri Kamalambika        
	Ahiri
	Rupakam     
	Absolute bliss

	Mangalam
	Sri Kamalambike   
	Sri
	Kanda Ekam      
	Mother’s grace


Singing and or listening to these songs is a meditative experience. Singing, listening and contemplating on the glories of the Divine Mother is just the personal time/meditation session one needs during the busy Dasara time.
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