Artists’ Bio

Dr. Sankaran Mahadevan is well known to Carnatic music lovers in southern U.S. as a performer, teacher and organizer. He is a disciple of the brilliant musician and musicologist Professor T. R. Subramanyam. He has received additional training from stalwarts such as Mrs. Jayalakshmi

Santhanam, Professor S. R. Janakiraman, and Padmasri Trichur V. Ramachandran. He has given numerous concerts and lecture-demonstrations in  U.S. and India, and has composed many songs for concert settings, for the  Bharatanatyam repertoire, and for devotional singing.

He teaches Carnatic music at Kala Nivedanam, a school of Carnatic music and Bharatanatyam in Nashville.  Dr. Mahadevan is a professor of Civil Engineering at Vanderbilt University in Nashville, Tennessee.

Shivkumar Kalyanaraman Violin  began his violin training in 1963 at the Secunderabad Music College under the guidance of Sri Peri Sreeramamurthy, a top violinist in Hyderabad. He completed a certificate course in music and continued his training with Smt. T. Rukmini in Chennai during his studies at IIT, Madras. He has also been mentored by vocalists Sri M.N. Subramaniam of the Semmangudi school and Sri BRC Iyengar of the Ariyakkudi school. He has performed several  concerts in Albany and other parts of USA and has accompanied various leading artists such as Ashok Ramani, T.R. Subramaniam, Jayalakshmi Ramachandran, Suguna Varadachari, Ravi Kiran and others. He also teaches carnatic vocal music and violin  to students in the Capital District.  Shivkumar’s carnatic music website has been popular through out the world.

Mahalingam Santhanakrishnan (Mali) Mridangam is a disciple of Sri P. Srinivasa Iyer of Madras. Mali has been learning and performing on the mridangam for the past 20 years. Mali has a very proud music lineage as he hails from the prestigious mridangam school of Padmashri Palghat T.S. Mani Iyer. Mali's forte is his seamless accompanying style, that meshes with, and embellishes the main artist's rendering of music. He has also taken advanced lessons from Padmashri Palghat R. Raghu, when Sri Raghu visited the US. Mali has accompanied several local artists as well as renowned senior visiting artists  from India. He has also performed in a few fusion concerts, notably with Sri Sandip Burman.

Directions to Hall in RPI, Campus, Troy, NY.

Come on Route 7 East and in Troy it becomes Hoosick Street. Watch for signs of RPI and turn right into 15th Street. Pass a few lights and you will see the RPI Student Union at the intersection of 15th Street and Sage Street, (There is a light at this intersection). “Mothers” is located in the Student Union in the basement. You can park anywhere at that hour on a Friday. 

