BIOGRAPHICAL SKETCHES OF THE ARTISTES
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Padmasri Sudha Raghunathan, the leading lady vocalist of South India, was initially trained by her mother Smt. Choodamani since the age of nine. She continued training under Sri. B.V. Lakshmanan. She then had the good fortune to be trained by the late Dr. M.L. Vasanthakumari on a Central Government Scholarship for Young Artistes for advanced training in Carnatic Music. She is considered to be the flag bearer of the GNB and MLV tradition, albeit with a style that is distinctively her own. Sudha has had a meteoric rise in her career in the last 15 years, during which she has enthralled audiences worldwide. She has won more than two hundred fifty awards, her including ‘Padmasri’, ‘Kalaimamani’, 'Sangeetha Kalasarathi', 'Sivan Isai Selvi', 'Amudha Isai Vani' 'Isai Peroli' by Karthik Fine Arts, to name a few. She is a top-ranking artiste of All India Radio, and performs regularly on both radio and television, and has represented India at several International Festivals and theaters including the Theatre de La Ville, Paris, and ECHTERNACH at Luxembourg, and the Alice Tully Hall, New York. Sudha can astound the most demanding audience, with her brilliant sketches of raga, her vast repertoire, and her stamina to provide energetic concerts from start to finish. She has received critical acclaim from many leading music critics and publications. For example, Indian express critic gushes - "Sudha Raghunathan is always supremely sure of herself, of her technique and the depth of quality in her music - all of which enables her to shine continuously through the seasons".
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Raghavendra Rao was initiated into music at an early age of five by his father B.Sudarsana Rao. Attracted by the lure of classical music, he trained rigorously on the violin for several years and he is presently the disciple of the violin “Maestro” Sangeetha Kalanidhi Shri.T.N.Krishnan. As an young artist he received the appreciation from the President Of India for his able accompaniment to the celebrated musical genius “ Dr. M. Balamuralikrishna.He rapidly climbed the ladder of success and has played for all the great stalwarts and famous musicians like Sri. T.N. Seshagopalan, Sri. T.V. Shankaranarayanan, Sri. O.S. Thyagarajan, Smt. Sudharaghunathan, Smt. Sowmya, Smt. Bombay Jayashri. He has won several prizes and awards from various sabhas in Madras. Raghavendra has performed internationally and has participated in numerous music festivals of Indian Council for Cultural Relations and the prestigious "Festival of India" programs. He has widely travelled all over the world, including the U.S.A, Canada, France, Germany, Australia, New Zealand, Sri Lanka, Maldives, Mauritius and the Middle Eastern countries. Recently he has performed Solo Concerts, Jugalbandi’s and Fusion Music Concerts with the French Guitarist Nadaka.

Born on 11.04.1970, Neyveli Skanda Subramanian is a disciple of Vidwan Thiruvarur Sri. R. Krishnamoorthy and Vidwan “ Kalaimamani” Thiruvarur Sri. Bakthavathsalam, with whom he learnt under Central Govt. of India Scholarship. He has a Diploma in Mechanical Engineering (D.M.E.).He has been giving performances since 1986 and has performed with all top Ranking Musicians at major Sabhas all over India, USA, Australia, and several east asian and european countries. He has accompanied many top artistes including Dr. M. Balamurali Krishna, K.S. Narayanaswamy, Dr.N.Ramani, M.S.Gopala Krishnan, T.V.Sankara Narayanan, T.N.Seshagopalan, Sudha Raghunathan among others. He has been awarded the title “Yuva Kala Bharathi” by Bharath Kalachar in 2001, the Youth Excellence Award from Maharajapuram Viswanatha Iyer Trust, the “Best Mridangam Artiste Award ” by the Madras Music Academy, Sri.Krishna Gana Sabha and the Indian Fine Arts Society, and has been hailed as a Tirupugaz Thaala Chemmani. 
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Born in 1963 at Kerala and brought up in Madras, R. Raman was initiated into the art of percussion at the age of 10 by his father Sri. M.S. RamaKrishna Iyer. He started learning Mridangam, Ghatam and Muhursing from the Laya Maestro Sri. T.R. HariHara Sharma in his famous Jaya Ganesh TalaVadya Vidhyalaya and later under took advanced studies from none other than the Ghatam legendry Sri. T.H. Vinayakaram and Sri. T.H. Subash Chandran. Raman started his Muhursing performing career when he was barely 15, and since then, he has performed with all the leading artists and famous Musicians like Dr. L. Subramaniam, Ustad Zakir Hussain, Padmashree SudhaRaghunathan, Mandolin U. Srinivas, Ganesh & Kumaresh, , etc.. throughout India, and abroad. His notable appearances include playing for the Festival of India programme in USSR, South Indian Festival at Switzerland, performing with Sudha Raghunathan at Lincoln Centre New York and most recently performing for world music with her at Luxembourg, France, Morocco, Greece etc. Apart from that Raman has extensively toured USA CANADA & Gulf countries many times with Smt Sudha Raghunathan to his credit. He has received many awards and Titles from various sabhas and organizations the notable being conferred the Title of “kalaimamani” by the Government of Tamilnadu in the year 2003.

DIRECTIONS TO ACADEMY HALL, RENSSELAER POLYTECHNIC INSTITUTE, TROY, NY.
From I-87 take exit 7 for route 7E; this becomes Hoosick St. Take right at the 4th light onto15th street.  Go through 3 signal lights and under a walk bridge, to the blinking yellow light. Academy Hall is at the corner of 15th St and College Ave, on the right hand side. The auditorium is up stairs.  You can also enter from the rear and take the elevator. You can park at the visitor’s parking lot on the left, soon after the walk bridge. Parking is also available in front of the hall and in the rear, in addition to street parking on 15th street and College  avenue. 






